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cancel his passage due to a very important case that
had been pending and cpuld not be postponed to a
later date.   He had accepted this case while he was
still practising at the Bar. Much as he disliked to re-
appear in Court, he had to stand by his old clients.
[ After father had given up practice, many of his
old clients continued to come, begging him to make
an exception in their case, but father always refused.
The exhorbitant fees they offered did not move him.
Once a client came with a lakh of rupees as fees for
a case in which he wanted father to appear. Scorn-
fully my father looked at it and then looking at me
as I stood nearby, he said, "Well, Beti, (Jo you think
it would be right for me to accept this case?" I did
not know what to say and hesitated for\a few se-
conds.   I knew father had very little money then
and the sum would have come in very handy, but it
did not seem right.   So I merely said, "No, father, I
don't think you should/'   He gave my hajid a quick
clasp as though he was proud of my decision and
turning to his old client said, "I'm sorry. You see
even my daughter objects/'j I had a feeling later on
T^aT lather agSHl me just to see whether I would
prove to be the kind of daughter he wanted me to
be, or whether I would succumb to temptation and
prove unworthy of him.

I had never been away from home without my
family nor had I travelled alone. So father did not
know what to do, to let me go alone to Europe or to
cancel my passage also. He talked the matter over
with me and said I could do as I liked. I hesitated
and^was torn between two desires. I did not like
the idea of going alone specially as I had so looked
forward to travelling with father, but I had a feel-
ing that if I did not take my chance then, I might
never get one in the near future. So I decided to
go, and I think it was a wise decision.

Mother was most distressed and annoyed at